Advanced Rhetoric Outline
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Thesis:  Articulate a working thesis that asserts a position or proposes a solution
I. Intro—actually write out as a paragraph and be sure it includes the following components:
A. An orientation to the topic
B. Necessary, concise background
C. Any definitions
D. Thesis		you do NOT list sources to frontload the essay here
Tip:  consider strategies such as anecdote, hypothetical scenario, rhetorical questions, etc.
II. Body—there are options for organizing a Toulmin argument—be sure the content is SPECIFIC to the paper and not generic as seen here
A. Background paragraph(s) that goes further in depth than what is mentioned in the intro
1. Relevant time periods
2. Significant developments and/or changes (source 1) (source 3)
3. Problems and/or shifts (source 3)
4. Current legislation
option 1			option 2				option 3B. Reasons			         B. Counters				B. Issue/Theme 1
   1. Evidence (s1 ) + commentary	 1. Criticism (s2)+commentary    	  	   1. Evidence (s7) + commentary
   2. Evidence (s7) + commentary	 2. Objection(s4) +commentary		   2. Criticism (s6) +commentary
   3. Evidence (s5)+ commentary		 3. Alternative (s1) + commentary	   3. Rebuttal + commentary
C. Counters			        C. Rebuttals			               C. Issue/Theme 2
   1. Criticism (s2)+ commentary                 1. Rebut criticism + commentary                 1. Evidence (s4) + commentary
   2. Objection (s4)+commentary                2. Rebut objection +commentary                2. Objection (s5) +commentary
   3. Alternative (s3) + commentary           3. Rebut alternative(s7) +commentary        3. Rebuttal +commentary
D. Rebuttals			        D. Reasons                                                            D. Issue/Theme 3
   1. Rebut criticism + commentary            1. Evidence (s3)+ commentary		     1. Evidence (s3) + commentary
   2. Rebut objection (s6) +commentary    2. Evidence (s6) +commentary                      2. Alternative (s2) +commentary
   3. Rebut alternative + commentary       3. Evidence (s5) +commentary 		     3. Rebuttal (s1)+commentary

III. Closure—actually write this out; what is the audience to take away? Be more knowledgeable about? Be prepared to do?
Remember this document will precede the final paper.  The paper will be followed by a works cited (no annotations)

